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THIS IS AN INFORMATIONAL RATHER THAN A HALACHIC GUIDE

j‰xa, ,ba jxp crgk ohbnz
New York City

etnhrp cr - ouhv hbnz juk hpk
4:43                rjav ,ukg
5:14     ,mhm inz - rhfhan
6:11                  vnjv .bv
10:16  .nj ,khft inz ;ux 

11:36    .nj kuyhc inz ;ux
12:55                         ,umj
1:29                vkusd vjbn
4:52                vbye vjbn

j‰xa, ,bak ohbnzv hbhbg rumhe
 1. On Friday Chometz may be eaten the entire day.
2. It should be burned on Friday before 11:36 - the end of the fifth hour. If not, it
may be burned the rest of the day.
3. Being that this Friday is not Erev Pesach, there are no work restrictions other
than those of a regular ,ca crg. Haircuts and nail cutting are permitted past
,umj.
4. On Shabbos morning one may  put on ,mhm and make a Brocho on them starting
rhfhan.
5. One may begin davening  vrag vbuna  at  vnjv .bv.
6. One must be finished eating Chometz and rinsing his mouth of it by the end of
the fourth hour - 10:16.
7. Those using egg matzos should preferably also be done with them by 10:16.
Others hold that it may be eaten until vbye vjbn.
8. One must get rid of all the Chometz and say the final trhnj kf before 11:36 -
the end of the fifth hour.
9. After vkusd vjbn  one should eat a meal of fish, meat, or fruit to be  tmuh the
Mitzvah of Sholosh Seudos, which according to many Poskim must be eaten after
vkusd vjbn. According to many Rishonim one should first daven Mincha before
eating Sholosh Seudos.
10. After vbye vjbn one may not eat kneidlech (matzoh balls, for those that eat
gebrokts), drink wine, or fill oneself up with food.
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,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg
This year we are being graced with a rare occurrence: Erev Pesach

coming out on a Shabbos. This comes to pass at varying intervals.   In the
recent past: v"xa, 't‰xa, 's‰ba, 't‰na, 'z‰ka,,     and now, in j"xa,.
We will once again experience it in: t‰pa,  etc.

Yes, one might unfortunately look at it as a Shabbos of painful
difficulty, a worrying and bothersome phenomenon, thankfully only
experienced after a number of years. Or one might be blessed with a feeling
of excitement and trepidation, a  ‰vs̈g̈ §r ¦c Ukh ¦dŠ , being faced with the dual,
conflicting challenge of being Pesachdig and eating Chometz at the same
time. A challenge fit for a “seasoned sailor”, a ohfkn ic. The choice is
yours: Will you face up to this Shabbos as a challenging venture in ‡v ,sucg,
or will you whimper and yearn for its departure?

kusdv ,ca
 IN A REGULAR YEAR    Rabbonim deliver a  vars kusdv ,ca on the
Shabbos before Pesach, in which they discuss the halachos pertaining to the
preparations necessary for Yom Tov, as well as the halachos and sentiments
to be observed on Yom Tov.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   The  vars  is given on the preceding
Shabbos, in order to be still applicable (c‰ex y‰f, ‡hx c‰n). There are
Rabbonim that also give a  vars on the following Shabbos, Erev Pesach,
discussing the halachos and sentiments to be observed on Yom Tov.

ohrufc ,hbg,
IN A REGULAR YEAR   The  rufc - the first born that is a male - fasts
ohrufc ,hbg,  on Erev Pesach.
 
 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   This year the Taanis is on the Thursday
before, ixhb  c‰h.
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.nj ,ehsc
IN A REGULAR YEAR  Bedikas Chometz is done on the night of Erev
Pesach,  s‰h khk.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc      Bedikas Chometz must be done the night
before, on  d‰h khk, after the  ohrufc ,hbg,. If one fasted, and it is difficult
for him to wait until after the Bedikah to eat, he may eat  (u‰ex g‰, ‡hx c‰n) a
small amount before doing the Bedikah. The Bedikah is done in the very
same way as a normal year, including the Brocho of  .nj rughc kg, the
recital of  trhnj kf  after the Bedikah, and the secure packing away of the
remaining Chometz for the next two days. One must be particularly careful
in storing the chometz for use on this Shabbos, in order not to  vkhkj
spread it to the Pesachdige utensils that will be in use.

vsu,k runzn
IN A REGULAR YEAR   vsu,k runzn  is not said on Erev Pesach. This is
due to the fact that it is reminiscent of the  vsu, icre. This Korbon could
not be brought on Erev Pesach, for it is partially Chometz. By bringing it on
Erev Pesach one would be de facto limiting the amount of time in which it
could be eaten - a day and a night. 

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc     On ixhb d‰h, however, there is no problem
in bringing the  vsu, icre. We therefore do say  vsu,k runzn.

lbgh / / / jmbnk
IN A REGULAR YEAR  vrm ouhc ‡v lbgh / / /  jmbnk  is not said, for Erev
Yom Tov is not an  vrm ,g.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   On Erev Shabbos we do say lbgh / / /  jmbnk,
for it is not Erev Yom Tov.
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.nj  ,phra

IN A REGULAR YEAR  One must burn the Chometz before the end of the
fifth hour, followed by the recital of the final  trhnj kf.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc    On this Erev Shabbos, one may own
Chometz even after  ,umj, for it is not Erev Pesach. However, in order not to
cause any confusion of Halacha in other years, we follow the same schedule
as any other year of burning the Chometz before the end of the fifth hour
(y‰ex c‰n '‡c ;hgx s‰n, ‡hx g‰ua). If one could not burn it by this time, he
may still burn it anytime until Shabbos.

.nj  kuyhc
IN A REGULAR YEAR   The final trhnj kf is said after the burning of
the Chometz.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc  The final  trhnj kf is not said at this point,
being that you have no intention, as of yet, of ridding yourself of all
Chometz, for you plan on still eating it on Shabbos. It is therefore said on
Shabbos after having finished eating the Chometz, before the rughc inz.

,urhmj hcurhg
 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   Those that need an  ,urhmj hcurhg should
make it on this Erev Shabbos with  Kosher L’Pesach Matzah.

vumn ,umn
IN A REGULAR YEAR  Many have the Minhag to bake  vumn ,umn  on
Erev Pesach after ,umj.  One would have to then be  kycn  any pieces of
dough that will fall off during the kneading. Hallel is sung during the baking.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc       The  vumn ,umn  will be baked on Erev
Shabbos. There is no need for  kuyhc  now, being that on Erev Shabbos there
is no Issur of  having Chometz.  Hallel is sung even though it is not actually
Erev Pesach.
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,ca ,usugx

IN A REGULAR YEAR  On kusdv ,ca we would be eating our regular
Shabbos’dige Seudos, with ohkf gdhs‡.nj. On Erev Pesach one is not
required to eat Chometz. One would be permitted to use Chometzdige
utensils up until the end of the fourth hour. He would then clean them and
put them away with the other Chometzdige vessels. Whatever Chometz is
left over is disposed of easily.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   This year, however when Erev Pesach comes
out on Shabbos, things are very different. On Shabbos we eat Challah for the
Shabbos’dige Seudos, as the Gemara (/dh ohjxp) says: ,uruvyv in ihrhhanuŠ
‰,usugx h,a iuzn. Yet one would not be able to wash away the
Chometzdige utensils after their use. Therefore all of them should be put
away before Shabbos. Kitchen and eating areas must be kashered and
covered  before Shabbos. So now you have a Pesachdige house with
Pesachdige food, while we are eating vkj  for vban ojk!

SUGGESTIONS FROM RABBONIM FOR MEALS ON   ,cac ,uhvk kja p"g:
1.All cooking should be entirely Kosher L’Pesach, using only

Pesachdige utensils and food.
2. Any Chometzdige food should only be eaten from disposable utensils.
3. A] Challah should preferably not be eaten at a table used for

eating Pesachdige food. One must also be careful not to come in contact with
any Pesachdige  utensils while eating the Challah. 

B] Some advise eating Challah in a separate room, such as a
hallway. One would then have to have in mind when washing for HaMotzi that
he will continue eating in separate room. The ejmh ,jbn says that one would
then have to, at the end of the meal, return to the first room, where he had eaten
Challah, and have another piece of Challah and Bentch there. 

C] If one does eat Challah at the same table by which he will be
having the rest of the meal, then it is advisable to have on the table a plastic
tablecloth that can be removed after having eaten the Chometz, without having
to move the Leichter. 

4. After eating the Challah, one should wash one’s hands and rinse one’s
mouth thoroughly in a sink not used for food, such as a bathroom sink.
Clothing should also be shaken off and checked for any crumbs of Chometz.

5. Any remaining Challah should be cleaned up and flushed away in the
bathroom. If a broom is used, it should be put away with the Chometz.
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a  vbhc  ,ca,dubg

IN A REGULAR YEAR  On Shabbos HaGadol morning we would be in no
particular rush to daven Shacharis, except for making the usual ohbnz.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc   We try to daven as early as possible in order
to finish eating Chometz on time, before the  ruxhtv inz. (Don’t worry,
you’ll be recompensated later with a long day to sleep it off!)

,usugx aka
IN A REGULAR YEAR  On Shabbos we would eat the third Seudah,
Sholosh Seudos, after Mincha, for which we would wash to Challah. Mincha
is davened by many later in the day, before vghea. 

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc    It is impossible to eat Sholosh Seudos after
Mincha with Challah, for it is already past the z’man of Issur Chometz.

What shall we do?
1. The  rcjn says (‡t ;hgx s‰n, ‡hx)  that one should use  vrhag vmn  
i.e. egg matzah  for Sholosh Seudos.
2. The  t‰nr, however, says that it is not the Minhag of our areas to 
use  vrhag vmn. Therefore, one should eat fruit, meat, or fish.
3. The  ovrct idn and the  t‰rd say that one should split the meal in

two. In other words, before the  .nj ,khft ruxht inz, one should wash for
Challah, eat part of the meal, and then bentch. Thereafter one should stop for
a brief interlude, and then wash again to Challah, and end the meal.

One should still, however, eat fruit, meat, or fish after vkusd vjbn in
order to be tmuh the ,uyha that hold that Sholosh Seudos must be eaten after
the z’man of Mincha. It is preferable hx t‰nr)‡ (t‰mr  to first daven Mincha
before eating.

trhnj kf
IN A REGULAR YEAR  One is  kycn  the Chometz by saying trhnj kf
after the burning of the Chometz.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc     On Shabbos, when one is finished getting
rid of the Chometz, one must be  kycn  it, before the rughc inz.
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rsxk vbfv

IN A REGULAR YEAR We would be preparing for the first Seder on
Erev Pesach.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc      All preparations must be done either before
or after Shabbos. One should not even say that he is going to sleep on
Shabbos in order to be able to stay awake for the Seder.

Our preparations before Shabbos consist of:
1. Preparing the  vmhc 'gurz ',xurj
2. Checking the leaves of Romaine lettuce
3. Opening sealed boxes of  Matzos and bottles of wine. 

?vmeun  ,umn
IN A REGULAR YEAR Get the Matzos Mitzvah ready for the Seder.

 ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgc    The ovrct kat says that it is preferable
not to handle the Matzos to be used for the Seder on Shabbos, for they have
no use for Shabbos.

?vmnU .nj ihkfut ubt - jxp crgc
On  ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg  we are faced with a predicament. We

must have the entire house Pesachdig, ready for  ,ca htmun, the first night
of Pesach, yet we must also eat our required  ,ca ,usugx. Thus the battle
between eating Chometzdige Seudos Shabbos and keeping the house
Pesachdig begins! Cooking Chometzdige meals is a problem,  for the house
is pesach’dig.  And what shall we do with the leftovers?  We can’t burn it or
throw it out of our  ,uar now on Shabbos. And what about the possibility of
spreading crumbs to the Pesachdige  ohkf?

Aren’t there easier ways out of this predicament?

jxp crg ,ca ,usugxk ,umn
What about eating  vmn  for the Shabbosdige Seudos on Erev Pesach?

This would solve everything. We could have the entire house Pesachdig and
start eating Pesachdige meals on Erev Pesach.  

Sorry, that’s out!  The  hnkaurh  says that it is  ibcrsn ruxt to eat
Matzah on Erev Pesach (‡t vfkv ‡u erp ohjxp). 
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When, however, does this Issur start? 
The  rutnv kgc  and the  a‰tr say (y‰n ohjxp) that the Issur of

eating Matzah Erev Pesach only begins when the vru,v in ruxht of eating
Chometz begins - after  ,umj. According to this we could make two Seudos
with Matzah before  ,umj, as long as we wake up early enough to do so.

The  o‰cnr and the  i‰r  hold that the Issur of eating Matzah starts
only in the morning of Erev Pesach, (the time in which one could be  tmuh
bringing  a Korbon Pesach according to  trh,c ic vsuvh hcr). On Friday
night, the night of Erev Pesach, however, one would be able to have Matzah.
This would at least allay the tension of the Seudah by night.

The  i‰cnr, however, holds that the Issur of eating Matzah on Erev
Pesach begins s‰h khk, the time in which we begin  rughc - the disposal of
the Chometz. Accordingly, there would be no possibility of eating Matzah
on ,cac kja jxp crg.

So what shall we do?
ihhyabhhp van cr  writes in (v‰be ‡hx ‡t ekj)van ,urdt   that being that

the Issur of eating Matzah on Erev Pesach is only an ibcrsn ruxht,
according to the  vtruvv hkkf  delineated by the   (‡c ;hgx v‰f ‡hx ypan iauj)t‰nr
we would generally be lenient that one should be able to eat Matzah on Erev
Pesach until  ,umj. However, being that the ovrct idn  (u‰ex t‰g, ‡hx) holds
that the Issur of eating Matzah begins on  s‰h khk, one should act
accordingly and not use Matzah on this Shabbos. Certainly those that are
accustomed not to eat Matzah beginning two weeks or even a month prior to
Pesach would not be able to use Matzah on this Shabbos.

There are Poskim that hold that one that does not wish to have any
Chometz in his house, or for other concerns, such as young children, or
those wearing braces, on this Shabbos may use  vrhag vmn - egg matzah -
instead. As to the Brocho to be made on vrhag vmn (which is really ,p vtcv
ihbxhfc whose Brocho should be ,ubuzn), for the first two Seudos one would
certainly be able to make  thmunv on it, for he is being  vsugx gcue on it
due to his obligation to make a Seudah. (v‰be ‡hx t‰j j‰ut van ,urdt ‡hg). One
should, preferably, stop eating egg Matzah by the end of the fourth hour.

There were poskim, however, that frowned upon the use of vmn
vrhag on Erev Pesach. (s"ha, ,ba xsrpc tcunf)
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vsu,  icre  ,mn
As mentioned earlier, we don’t say  vsu,k runzn  on Erev Pesach.

The reason for that being that it is reminiscent of the  vsu, icre, which
could not be brought on Erev Pesach, for 10 of the vsu, hnjk were
Chometz. On Erev Pesach there is only a limited time to eat Chometz. By
bringing it on Erev Pesach one would be de facto limiting the amount of
time in which it could be eaten - a day and a night.

If there is, as just discussed,  an Issur of eating Matzah on Erev
Pesach, why, then, mention only the problem of limiting the time of
Chometz intake? There is just as well a problem of limiting the time of
Matzah consumption, for Matzah may not be eaten the entire day?

The  ohsdn hrp  answers (j‰x, ‡hx) that being that there is a Mitzvah of
eating from the  vsu, hnjk, there would be no Issur of eating from those
‰vumn ,umnŠ on Erev Pesach.

trh,c hbc ka vagn
The Gemara /ux ;s ohjxp relates: 

,uhvk rag vgcrt kj ,jt ogp :trh,c hbcn vnkg,b uz vfkv :ibcr ub,Š
‰/utk ot ,cav ,t vjus jxp ot ugsh tku ujfa /,cac  

This Halacha was unfamiliar to the trh,c hbc, the ohthab in Eretz
Yisroel: Erev Pesach came out one year on a Shabbos, and they were unsure
as to whether the sacrificing of the Korbon Pesach would be vjus - suspend
the restrictions of Shabbos. They were informed that hkccv kkv from Bovel
would surely know. He answered them that we learn this Halacha from the
Korbon Tomid: Just as the Korbon Tomid, by which it says  ‰«us©g«unCŠ(/jf rcsnc) ,
is brought on Shabbos, so too the Korbon Pesach, by which the Torah also
states  j ©xP̈ ©v , ¤t k ¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §c UG£g«©h §uŠIs£gIn §C ‰(/c/y rcsnc) ,  is brought on
Shabbos. As soon as the vrh,c hbc heard this ingenious explanation, they
immediately appointed kkv as their thab.
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Is£gIn §C j ©xP̈ ©v , ¤t k ¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §c UG£g«©h §u
rduke vnka cr asks: Why didn’t the  trh,c hbc bring a proof  that

the Korbon Pesach is brought even on Shabbos from the very same posuk
that thabv kkv used: ‰Is£gIn §C j ©xP̈ ©v , ¤t k ¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §c UG£g«©h §uŠ? That posuk
is referring to the bringing of the Korbon Pesach in the second year of the
rcsn, which was also an  ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg!

He answers: This is what the Gemara implied when it coined the
phrase: ‰ugsh tku ujfaŠ, which would seem to be repetitious: If  "ujfaŠ - they
had forgotten the Halacha, then certainly ‰ugsh tku" - they did not know it?
What the Gemara means by this, explains rduke vnka cr, is: ujfa - they
had forgotten that the year mentioned in the Torah was an  kja jxp crg
,cac ,uhvk, and therefore: ugsh tku  - they did not know the Halacha.

The ejmh ,jbn(j‰k ‡hx ‡j ekj)   answers that the trh,c hbc were aware
of the fact that the Korbon Pesach was brought in the rcsn even though it
was Shabbos. Their question, however, was whether the ohnfj had since
been rzud that one should not bring the Korbon Pesach on Shabbos.
 

As we see by the Mitzvah of Shofar when Rosh Hashana occurs on
Shabbos, the ohnfj may decree that we not perform a  vag ,umn(,‰tu cac) .
And as the j‰km notes, we find that the ohnfj objected to a ,n tny
receiving vtzv to relieve himself of his vtnuy on ,uhvk kja jxp crg
,cac, even though it would only be ibcrsn ruxt, although by doing so
they are obstructing him from being  ohhen the Mitzvah of Korbon Pesach.

Similarly, the vrh,c hbc were in doubt as to whether the ohnfj had
also been rzud that one not bring the Korbon Pesach when Erev Pesach
occurs on Shabbos.

To which kkv replied that he had a vkce from vhgna and  iuhkyct 
that the Chachomim were not rzud against bringing the Korbon Pesach when
Erev Pesach falls out on Shabbos.
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kusdv ,cak vrypv
",Ih¦b«n §s©e oh¦bJ̈§fU ok̈Ig h¥nh¦F ok̈J̈Urh¦u vs̈Uv§h ,©j§b¦n ‡v©k vc̈ §rg̈§u" (.c .b ik`ln)

There is a variance of Minhagim as to the Haftorah that is read on
Shabbos HaGadol.

The  auck  says that the Minhag is (as most of us do) to lain this
Haftorah on every Shabbos HaGadol, the Shabbos before Pesach, whether or
not it is Erev Pesach. The reason for this, he says, is because as we celebrate
the remembrance of our being saved from Mitzrayim, we bring to mind and
express our longing for the final  vkutd,  the vnhka vkutd,  mentioned here:

"tr̈IB©v§u kIsD̈©v ‡v oIh tIC h¥b§p¦k th¦cB̈©v vḦ¦k¥t ,¥t o¤fk̈ ©j¥k«J h¦f«bẗ v¥B¦v"

Another reason given for laining this Haftorah on every Shabbos
HaGadol is because Pesach is the time in which the Ribono Shel Olam
judges the world as to how the grain will grow (/zy vbav atr). Chazal say
(:ck ,ca) that when one separates ,uragn as he should, the Ribono Shel
Olam blesses the crop and showers us with Brochos, as the thcb  mentions
here in the Haftorah: ; ¤r¤y h¦vh¦u rm̈Itv̈ ,h¥C k¤t r¥G £g©N©v kF̈ ,¤t Uth¦cv̈"
,IC ªr£t ,¥t o¤fk̈ j©T§p¤t t«k o¦t ',Iec̈§m ‡v r©nẗ ,t«zC̈ tb̈ h¦bUbj̈ §cU 'h ¦,h¥c§C

"hs̈ h¦k§C s ©g vf̈r̈ §C o¤fk̈ h ¦,«eh ¦r£v©u 'o¦h©nẌ©v

There are those that even say that it is due to the laining of this
Haftorah every year on the Shabbos before Pesach that this Shabbos is called
kusdv ,ca.

There are others, however, that say that this Haftorah is only lained on
,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg, for the Haftorah speaks of the final clearance of
Ma’asros - ,uragn rughc in the fourth year, which occurred only on Erev
Pesach:  ‰rm̈It«̈v ,h¥CÎk¤t r¥G £g«©N©vÎkF̈Î,¤t Uth¦cv̈Š

This is the Psak that the  cyhv rtc brings  vfkvk(k‰, ‡hx) .
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rduke vnka cr says (k‰, ‡hx) in his sefer vnka ,nfj  that the reason
for only laining this Haftorah on Erev Pesach is: The year in which the
ifan was built, Erev Pesach also occurred on Shabbos. We know this to be
so from the Gemara in Meseches Shabbos (‡zp) that says that ixhb asuj atr
occurred then on a Sunday. Hence ixhb u‰y, the first day of Pesach,  was also
on a Sunday. Being that the first Pesach in which the Mishkon was being
used was an ,cac  ,uhvk kja jxp crg, as we experience this occurrence
again, we ask of the Ribono Shel Olam that our observance of the Yom Tov
now should be as pleasant as it was at that momentous time:

‰,Ih¦b«n §s©e oh¦bJ̈§fU ok̈Ig h¥nh¦F ok̈J̈Urh¦u vs̈Uv§h ,©j§b¦n ‡v©k vc̈ §rg̈§uŠ

The Sefer iuhm ojbn (from r‡cubhnhr ksbgn cr) says that we lain this
Haftorah particularly on ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg for the following
reason: It is especially at this time of year, as we reminisce our previous
vkutd, that we are overcome by feelings of  yearning and desire for  the
coming of the final Geulah, ubesm jhan. We are well aware of what Chazal
tell us (/th vbav atr) that the month of ixhb bears a special aura of salvation:
‰ktdhk ihsh,g ixhbc 'uktdb ixhbcŠ .

When, precisely, was Klal Yisroel saved? On ixhb u‰y. Accordingly,
we will also be redeemed on ixhb u‰y. The Haftorah, though, states that
thcbv uvhkt will come one day before the Geulah: o¤fk̈ ©j¥k«J h¦f«bẗ v¥B¦v"
"tr̈IB©v§u kIsD̈©v ‡v oIh tIC h¥b§p¦k th¦cB̈©v vḦ¦k¥t ,¥t. Meaning - on Erev
Pesach - ixhb s‰h. Chazal, however, tell us that (/dh ,ca) thcbv uvhkt will not
come on an Erev Shabbos or on an Erev Yom Tov ‰jruyv hbpnŠ - so as not
to disturb Klal Yisroel when they are already occupied with their
preparations for Shabbos or Yom Tov. How, then, is it possible for
thcbv uvhkt to come the day before Pesach, without Klal Yisroel being
busy with preparations for Yom Tov? On a particular Erev Yom Tov in
which we would not be allowed to prepare for Yom Tov - when it falls out
on a Shabbos - on an ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg! That is why we lain this
Haftorah particularly on this Shabbos, and why this Shabbos is the
opportune time for  t‰cc 'ubhesm jhan ,thc.
 '‡dn ihcurhg - ‡hn vkgnk ihnuj, ah ht ,eukjnc huk, vza umrh, rcf 'tc ubht ,cac oda rtucna vnn z‰g uaeva vnu)

(/k‰nftu '‰vbahjtŠ ,bhjcc ut ‰v,gcŠ ,bhjcc tch otcu
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‰vnhka  vkutdŠk ,ufzk kduxn inz - ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg
The  rpux o,j  says it is apparent from past history that when Erev

Pesach occurs on a Shabbos it is a time destined for vkutd. The posuk states
in the Haftorah here: ‰ml̈Fr i ¥ni ¦M ml̈ẄExi ¦e dc̈Ed§i z ©g §p ¦n ‡d©l dä §xr̈ §eŠ
What is ‰mler iniŠ referring to?   The Gemara  :zp ;s ,ca says that the
inauguration of the Mishkon was on a most special day, a day that was
adorned with ten crowns - ‰,uryg rag kyba ouhŠ. The first crown that it
bears is the fact that it was  ‰,hatrc vagnk iuatrŠ - on a Sunday, the first
day of ,hatrc vagn, as a manifestation that it was as beloved as the
creation of the world. In that year, Erev Pesach came out on Shabbos. 

We also find that when Klal Yisroel celebrated the first day of Pesach
upon their entering Eretz Yisroel1 -  ‰kdkd jxpŠ(‡v erp gauvh)  - the first day of
Pesach was on a Sunday, following an ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg.

In addition, the day in which kkv was proclaimed thab over  Eretz
Yisroel (‡ux ohjxp), by the vagn of the vrh,c hbc, occurred on an jxp crg
,cac ,uhvk kja. This was an occurrence of monumental proportions, for,
as it says in  ,urntn vrag, this was the defining moment that returned the
,ufkn to  sus ,hc, after years of unlawful rule by the ohbvf  and
xusruv ,ufkn. The ultimate reestablishment of sus ,hc ,ufkn was due to
the predicament of  ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg. 

There we have it: The inauguration of the Mishkon, the Pesach
celebrated upon the initial conquest of Eretz Yisroel, and the return of
sus ,hc ,ufkn - all occurring on an ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg. We see
clearly from all of this, says the rpux o,j,  that  ,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crg
is a time predetermined for vkutd.

It is therefore with great hope and anticipation that we lain from this
Haftorah the long awaited promise of:

 `ẍFP ©d §e lFcB̈ ©d ‡d mFi `FA i¥p §t¦l `i ¦aP̈ ©d dÏ¦l ¥̀  z ¥̀  m ¤kl̈ ©g¥lŸW i ¦kŸp ῭  d¥P ¦d2

.1  ‰vJ̈r̈In o¤f̈k V,̈«t h ¦T ©,«̈b §uŠ = 1913 = ‰,cac ,uhvk kja jxp crgŠ ka thrynhdva 'ihhbgn (/j /u ,una)'
 ‰Wh ¤,«c£t UJ §rḧ r ¤J£t .¤rẗv̈ k ¤t Wh ¤e«k¡t ‡v W£th ¦c¡v«¤uŠ - odu(/v /k ohrcs)

2 / ‰‡v , ¤t s«c£g«©k ,If̈k §n ©nU uS̈ §j©h oh ¦N©g .¥cË ¦v §CŠ = 1462 = ‰,cac kja jxp crgŠ  ka thryndva 'ihhbgn
(/df /ce ohkv,)
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kusdv  ,cak vru, hrcs
The Shabbos before Pesach is referred to as "kusdv ,ca".
The Tur gives a reason for this: In the year of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the yidden were

commanded to take, on the 10th day of Nisan, a sheep for a Korbon Pesach. In that
year, the 10th day of Nisan came out on Shabbos. Every household took on that day a
sheep into the house and tied it to a foot of a bed. When the Mitzriyim asked them why
they were doing this, the yidden answered that they were preparing to shecht it as a
Korbon Pesach. The Mitzriyim gritted their teeth in anger and frustration, for they were
powerless to harm them or to even object. In commemoration of that neis that occurred
on the Shabbos before Pesach, we refer to it as Shabbos HaGadol.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Many Meforshim ask: Why was the Shabbos before Pesach designated as a
special time? The tenth day of Nisan, whose Mitzvah brought on the neis, should have
been set as  a Yom Tov! It just happened to have fallen out in that year on Shabbos!

The Sefer hpk acs answers: As the Ba’al HaTurim notes, the Makos were not in
effect on Shabbos. The tenth day of Nisan came out to be in the middle of the Makoh of
lauj. Were it to have been a week-day, the neis would not have occurred, for the
Mitzriyim would not have seen them taking a sheep during the lauj. It was only because
the tenth day of Nisan fell on a Shabbos that the lauj did not prevail and the neis
occurred. That is why we commemorate this neis on Shabbos.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Rav Gedaliah Schorr noted: We find in runt ,arp, where the Torah speaks of
the Yomim Tovim: "iI,C̈ ©J ,©C ©J h ¦gh ¦c §X ©v oIH©cU vf̈ẗk §n v ¤Gg̈ «¥T oh ¦nḧ , ¤J ¥J :hs̈£gIn o ¥v v¤K ¥t" -
The posuk says ‘these are the Yomim Tovim: six days you shall work etc.’ The
Meforshim ask there: If the Torah is introducing the Yomim Tovim, why does it mix in
Shabbos? The reason for this is, explained Rav Schorr, is that Shabbos is the source of
the Kedusha of all of the Yomim Tovim. The Yomim Tovim are merely a continuation of
Kedushas Shabbos. If not for Shabbos, we could not have Yom Tov. That is why
Shabbos is written there as an introduction to Yom Tov.

The Mechilta even says that the Ribono Shel Olam told Klal Yisrael: If you will
merit keeping Shabbos, Hashem will give you the three Yomim Tovim. That is why the
Shabbos before any Yom Tov contains within it the Kedusha of the upcoming Yom Tov.
Here, too, it was by way of Kedushas Shabbos that Klal Yisrael had the ability to bring
the Korbon Pesach. That is why the Shabbos before Pesach is so special, meriting being
referred to as the wkusdv ,caw.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

The Chasam Sofer gives another reason why this Shabbos is referred to as
Shabbos HaGadol: Every Motzoai Shabbos we say, after Shemoneh Esrai, the Tefillos
of ogub hvhu  and  ause v,tu. The reason for this, says the Tur (v"mr whx j"ut), is that being
that those that are in oubvhd are released on Shabbos, only to be returned after Shabbos,
we postpone their return to oubvhd by lengthening the davening with these Tefillos. When
Yom Tov occurs during the coming week, the Halachah is that we don’t say these
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Tefillos. The reason for this is that in the short time between Shabbos and Yom Tov the
neshamos are not returned to gehinom. Consequently, the Kedusha of Shabbos extends
itself into the week-days up until Yom Tov. 

When was the first time that the Kedushas Shabbos became extended into the
week-days? The Shabbos immediately before the first Yom Tov that Klal Yisrael
experienced, the Yom Tov of Pesach. In celebration of that first 'enlarged’ Shabbos, we
refer to it as Shabbos HaGadol.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

The Sefer van vyn says that this Shabbos is referred to as wkusdv ,caw
because we lein in it the Haftorah that speaks of  h¥b §p¦k th ¦cB̈ ©v vḦ¦k ¥t , ¥t o¤f̈k ©j¥k«J h ¦f«bẗ v¥B ¦v"

 wv oIh tICkIsD̈ ©v"tr̈IB ©v §u .
~  ~  ~  ~  ~

The Maharil says that because, in this Shabbos, the kusd ost of the Kehilla
speaks, this Shabbos is called wkusdv ,caw.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

The Bnei Yissoschor says that the Shabbos before Pesach is celebrated for
being the turning point in which Klal Yisrael attained the status of a wkusdw.

What is the difference in Halachah between a iye  and a  kusd? The legal status
of their vcajn, what we refer to as  w,gsw. When a kusd has in mind to make an object
into a hkf, it becomes one, whereas when a iye has such thoughts nothing is changed.
The same difference in w,gsw exists between yidden and goyim. It is only by yidden that
the rule stands: (d"p vhgah a"ekh)
wvtag uktf cu,fv uhkg vkgn vtag tku vumn ,uagk cajw - If one wishes to do a Mitzvah
but couldn’t, it is reckoned as if he did it.

It was the attainment of legal ,gs, the status of being a wkusdw, that Klal Yisrael
acquired on the Shabbos before Pesach when they were initiated as yidden with their
first Mitzvah, the Mitzvah of Korbon Pesach. That is why we celebrate this Shabbos as
Shabbos HaGadol, for it is the Shabbos in which each of us earned the status of being a
wkusdw .

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

Why did the Ribono Shel Olam particularly choose Shabbos as the day in which
the Korbon Pesach was to be taken?

The Sefer anau rutn answers: The idea of bringing a Korbon Pesach was in
order to separate themselves from Avodah Zarah, as Chazal explain the posuk: Uf §J ¦n"
(tf /ch ,una) "it«m o¤f̈k Uj §eU. Shabbos has ingrained in it a special power to decimate
Avodah Zarah, as Chazal (:jhe ,ca)  say:aubt rusf z"g scug whpt u,fkvf ,ca rnanv kfw
wuk ihkjun. Thus it was with the power of Shabbos that they were able to obliterate
Avodah Zarah.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

"tr̈IB ©v §u kIsD̈ ©v wv oIh tIC h¥b §p¦k th ¦cB̈ ©v vḦ¦k ¥t , ¥t o¤f̈k ©j¥k«J h ¦f«bẗ v¥B ¦v"
Why does the posuk use a present tense: " ©j¥k«J h ¦f«bẗ v¥B ¦v" - ‘Behold I am sending’

Eliyahu HaNovi? The posuk should say: "j©k §J ¤t h ¦f«bẗ v¥B ¦v" - ‘I will send’ him?
The Chofetz Chaim answers: Eliyahu HaNovi, for his part, is ready this very
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instant to come and break the news that the time of Moshiach has come. It is just up to
us to prepare ourselves in order to be deserving of his arrival!


