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| THIS IS AN INFORMATIONAL RATHER THAN A HALACHIC GUIDE |
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N“OUN NIYD DOINI MY NP

1. On Friday Chometz may be eaten the entire day.

2. It should be burned on Friday before 11:36 - the end of the fifth hour. If not, it
may be burned the rest of the day.

3. Being that this Friday is not Erev Pesach, there are no work restrictions other
than those of a regular Haw 29y. Haircuts and nail cutting are permitted past
masn.

4. On Shabbos morning one may put on N¥8 and make a Brocho on them starting
PPYN.

5. One may begin davening N9%yY NHNY at NNNN IN.

6. One must be finished eating Chometz and rinsing his mouth of it by the end of
the fourth hour - 10:16.

7. Those using egg matzos should preferably also be done with them by 10:16.
Others hold that it may be eaten until 70 NNIMN.

8. One must get rid of all the Chometz and say the final N920n 95 before 11:36 -
the end of the fifth hour.

9. After N9y¥3 NN one should eat a meal of fish, meat, or fruit to be NN the
Mitzvah of Sholosh Seudos, which according to many Poskim must be eaten after
N9Y1y Hnm. According to many Rishonim one should first daven Mincha before
eating Sholosh Seudos.

10. After 7YP NN one may not eat kneidlech (matzoh balls, for those that eat
gebrokts), drink wine, or fill oneself up with food.
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nava nNYnNd SNV N 19y

This year we are being graced with a rare occurrence: Erev Pesach
coming out on a Shabbos. This comes to pass at varying intervals. In the
recent past: 1"OYN ,N‘OUN TIVN NPYN ¥D¥WN, and now, in N"owWN.
We will once again experience it in: N“9¥n etc.

Yes, one might unfortunately look at it as a Shabbos of painful
difficulty, a worrying and bothersome phenomenon, thankfully only
experienced after a number of years. Or one might be blessed with a feeling
of excitement and trepidation, a “N7¥93 )", being faced with the dual,
conflicting challenge of being Pesachdig and eating Chometz at the same
time. A challenge fit for a “seasoned sailor”, a ©991 ya. The choice is
yours: Will you face up to this Shabbos as a challenging venture in ‘9D n9ay,
or will you whimper and yearn for its departure?

27130 Hav

INWNNEIVWRETINE Rabbonim deliver a NWYT 9730 Haw on the

Shabbos before Pesach, in which they discuss the halachos pertaining to the
preparations necessary for Yom Tov, as well as the halachos and sentiments
to be observed on Yom Tov.

== PEFOVENULERRY-E  The W99 is given on the preceding

Shabbos, in order to be still applicable (3“p© V9N “0© 2“N). There are
Rabbonim that also give a DWw947 on the following Shabbos, Erev Pesach,
discussing the halachos and sentiments to be observed on Yom Tov.

0992 NMNYN
N =CEINI W4T NE The 9993 - the first born that is a male - fasts
0592 NMYN on Erev Pesach.

=B PR UL RN This year the Taanis is on the Thursday

before, Y02 2.
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\Ph Npr7a
Bedikas Chometz is done on the night of Erev
Pesach, 4> 9.

el =B Nn PRV L R0 Bedikas Chometz must be done the night

before, on ¥ 999, after the ©192 N%YN. If one fasted, and it is difficult

for him to wait until after the Bedikah to eat, he may eat (po yn »0 am) a
small amount before doing the Bedikah. The Bedikah is done in the very
same way as a normal year, including the Brocho of Ynn 9y by, the

recital of N9N Y5 after the Bedikah, and the secure packing away of the

remaining Chometz for the next two days. One must be particularly careful
in storing the chometz for use on this Shabbos, in order not to nY9N

spread it to the Pesachdige utensils that will be in use.

N9 oW

NWNNSEUWREFNY 77N> M0 s not said on Erev Pesach. This is
due to the fact that it is reminiscent of the D9 j29{. This Korbon could

not be brought on Erev Pesach, for it is partially Chometz. By bringing it on
Erev Pesach one would be de facto limiting the amount of time in which it
could be eaten - a day and a night.

REBNO PR AU LERRIEE  On y9% ), however, there is no problem

in bringing the N y29p. We therefore do say HTMY 9.

T ... N8O

NIV REIANRY 198 02 ‘D Y ... N8MD is not said, for Erev
Yom Tov is not an D98 nY.

RN PRI LERIEE On Erev Shabbos we do say 43¢ ... N8y,

for it is not Erev Yom Tov.
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\ph N9MY

INWAN{=EIVIWA@ETN=E One must burn the Chometz before the end of the
fifth hour, followed by the recital of the final N9n 95.

=B O PEP VMW LERRI-l  On this Erev Shabbos, one may own

Chometz even after msn, for it is not Erev Pesach. However, in order not to

cause any confusion of Halacha in other years, we follow the same schedule
as any other year of burning the Chometz before the end of the fifth hour
(VPO 2N 2 PYO T pn 20 y9Wv). If one could not burn it by this time, he
may still burn it anytime until Shabbos.

YN 50

NN =CIV| WA IYTN® The final NN D5 is said after the burning of
the Chometz.

LB NO POV LERIER The final 8990 D5 is not said at this point,

being that you have no intention, as of yet, of ridding yourself of all
Chometz, for you plan on still eating it on Shabbos. It is therefore said on
Shabbos after having finished eating the Chometz, before the 9’2 ynv.

NPINN 1YY
Those that need an 598N »y9y should

make it on this Erev Shabbos with Kosher L’Pesach Matzah.

NN MNN

I\ EIS WA= 28 Many have the Minhag to bake 81 MYH on
Erev Pesach after m8n. One would have to then be Yva; any pieces of

dough that will fall off during the kneading. Hallel is sung during the baking.

nava nynY YN N 19ya The mMs8n M will be baked on Erev

Shabbos. There is no need for 992 now, being that on Erev Shabbos there

is no Issur of having Chometz. Hallel is sung even though it is not actually
Erev Pesach.
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NN VWYV NZE On Y70 naw we would be eating our regular

Shabbos’dige Seudos, with ©%5 y»¥§nn. On Erev Pesach one is not
required to eat Chometz. One would be permitted to use Chometzdige
utensils up until the end of the fourth hour. He would then clean them and
put them away with the other Chometzdige vessels. Whatever Chometz is
left over is disposed of easily.

el =B NO PRIV R LRIV This year, however when Erev Pesach comes

out on Shabbos, things are very different. On Shabbos we eat Challah for the
Shabbos’dige Seudos, as the Gemara (» onos) says: NNNLN 0 PIPYNY’
“MTYo MY . Yet one would not be able to wash away the
Chometzdige utensils after their use. Therefore all of them should be put
away before Shabbos. Kitchen and eating areas must be kashered and
covered before Shabbos. So now you have a Pesachdige house with
Pesachdige food, while we are eating n9n for Niwn onY!

SUGGESTIONS FROM RABBONIM FOR MEALS ON hawa ny Q"y:

1.All cooking should be entirely Kosher L’Pesach, using only
Pesachdige utensils and food.
2. Any Chometzdige food should only be eaten from disposable utensils.
3. A] Challah should preferably not be eaten at a table used for
eating Pesachdige food. One must also be careful not to come in contact with
any Pesachdige utensils while eating the Challah.
B] Some advise eating Challah in a separate room, such as a
hallway. One would then have to have in mind when washing for HaMotzi that
he will continue eating in separate room. The PN NN says that one would

then have to, at the end of the meal, return to the first room, where he had eaten

Challah, and have another piece of Challah and Bentch there.

C] If one does eat Challah at the same table by which he will be
having the rest of the meal, then it is advisable to have on the table a plastic
tablecloth that can be removed after having eaten the Chometz, without having
to move the Leichter.

4. After eating the Challah, one should wash one’s hands and rinse one’s
mouth thoroughly in a sink not used for food, such as a bathroom sink.
Clothing should also be shaken off and checked for any crumbs of Chometz.

5. Any remaining Challah should be cleaned up and flushed away in the
bathroom. If a broom is used, it should be put away with the Chometz.
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MYN navad nN»vY

INAN R =C]U W TR E=\2g On Shabbos HaGadol morning we would be in no
particular rush to daven Shacharis, except for making the usual ©2ny.

el =B O PR LR LWL ERIER \We try to daven as early as possible in order

to finish eating Chometz on time, before the 99N yvt. (Don’t worry,
you’ll be recompensated later with a long day to sleep it off!)

NNYO YHV

[N =CIS] W\ IYY\s8 On Shabbos we would eat the third Seudah,
Sholosh Seudos, after Mincha, for which we would wash to Challah. Mincha
Is davened by many later in the day, before Nypw.

el Ban PR URALLIRRIVAR [t is impossible to eat Sholosh Seudos after

Mincha with Challah, for it is already past the z’man of Issur Chometz.

What shall we do?

1. The 92, says (x yo 700 >0) that one should use 79PVY N8N
I.e. egg matzah for Sholosh Seudos.

2. The N“n9, however, says that it is not the Minhag of our areas to

use NPWY N8N. Therefore, one should eat fruit, meat, or fish.
3. The ©H9aN 0 and the N“93 say that one should split the meal in
two. In other words, before the BN NN 910N 1%, one should wash for

Challah, eat part of the meal, and then bentch. Thereafter one should stop for
a brief interlude, and then wash again to Challah, and end the meal.

One should still, however, eat fruit, meat, or fish after N9y NN in
order to be X8y the mvrw that hold that Sholosh Seudos must be eaten after
the z’man of Mincha. It is preferable xyv o xpv) to first daven Mincha
before eating.

NN D5
NNV WRIINY One is »Van the Chometz by saying NN Y
after the burning of the Chometz.

=N PRIV LERIRE  On Shabbos, when one is finished getting

rid of the Chometz, one must be Dvan it, before the 91y yot.

6
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Y192 79N
IN A REGULAR YEAR We would be preparing for the first Seder on

Erev Pesach.

=B RO PRIV LERRIER  All preparations must be done either before

or after Shabbos. One should not even say that he is going to sleep on
Shabbos in order to be able to stay awake for the Seder.

Our preparations before Shabbos consist of:

1. Preparing the N8’ ,¥99% NOMIN

2. Checking the leaves of Romaine lettuce

3. Opening sealed boxes of Matzos and bottles of wine.

MNP MIN
IN A REGULAR YEAR Get the Matzos Mitzvah ready for the Seder.

=B n PR LKL LIERI-E  The D79aN YWN says that it is preferable

not to handle the Matzos to be used for the Seder on Shabbos, for they have
no use for Shabbos.

8H NN PIIN NN - NV 29y2

On nawvwa nyYnd HNW N9 29y we are faced with a predicament. We
must have the entire house Pesachdig, ready for naw »N8m, the first night
of Pesach, yet we must also eat our required Hnaw MNYO. Thus the battle

between eating Chometzdige Seudos Shabbos and keeping the house
Pesachdig begins! Cooking Chometzdige meals is a problem, for the house
Is pesach’dig. And what shall we do with the leftovers? We can’t burn it or
throw it out of our W4 now on Shabbos. And what about the possibility of
spreading crumbs to the Pesachdige ©%95?

Aren’t there easier ways out of this predicament?

NDO 29Y NIY MNYDY MSN
What about eating N81 for the Shabbosdige Seudos on Erev Pesach?

This would solve everything. We could have the entire house Pesachdig and
start eating Pesachdige meals on Erev Pesach.
Sorry, that’s out! The DWWy says that it is 192971 90N to eat

Matzah on Erev Pesach ¢x navn 9 p1s oonos).

7
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When, however, does this Issur start?

The 90N Yya and the W“N9 say (V“n ONOI) that the Issur of
eating Matzah Erev Pesach only begins when the 19N 1 90N of eating
Chometz begins - after msn. According to this we could make two Seudos
with Matzah before $m8n, as long as we wake up early enough to do so.

The ©“ap9 and the Y9 hold that the Issur of eating Matzah starts
only in the morning of Erev Pesach, (the time in which one could be Ny
bringing a Korbon Pesach according to X912 j2 772 »19). On Friday

night, the night of Erev Pesach, however, one would be able to have Matzah.
This would at least allay the tension of the Seudah by night.

The y“21m9, however, holds that the Issur of eating Matzah on Erev
Pesach begins 4“> 99, the time in which we begin 9y’ - the disposal of
the Chometz. Accordingly, there would be no possibility of eating Matzah
on NIV1A DNV NDO 29Y.

So what shall we do?

PPOVIN AYN 29 writes in YN NN (p »o x pom  that being that
the Issur of eating Matzah on Erev Pesach is only an 2991 90N,
according to the NNMN 9995 delineated by the NP9 (2 pyo 7> >0 vawn )
we would generally be lenient that one should be able to eat Matzah on Erev
Pesach until msn. However, being that the ©H9aN PN vpo x'yn »o) holds
that the Issur of eating Matzah begins on 4“> 99, one should act

accordingly and not use Matzah on this Shabbos. Certainly those that are
accustomed not to eat Matzah beginning two weeks or even a month prior to
Pesach would not be able to use Matzah on this Shabbos.

There are Poskim that hold that one that does not wish to have any
Chometz in his house, or for other concerns, such as young children, or
those wearing braces, on this Shabbos may use N9wy N8N - egg matzah -

instead. As to the Brocho to be made on H9*wy N8M (which is really XN no
1052 whose Brocho should be mnn), for the first two Seudos one would
certainly be able to make N8 on it, for he is being NTIYO yayp on it
due to his obligation to make a Seudah. (n“yp 99 NN NN YN MIIN y). One

should, preferably, stop eating egg Matzah by the end of the fourth hour.
There were poskim, however, that frowned upon the use of Hsn

N9VY on Erev Pesach. (4wn mv 049992 X2m5)

8
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NN 129p N8

As mentioned earlier, we don’t say 9D 9y on Erev Pesach.
The reason for that being that it is reminiscent of the 7™ 29, which
could not be brought on Erev Pesach, for 10 of the N9 »MnNY were

Chometz. On Erev Pesach there is only a limited time to eat Chometz. By
bringing it on Erev Pesach one would be de facto limiting the amount of
time in which it could be eaten - a day and a night.

If there is, as just discussed, an lIssur of eating Matzah on Erev
Pesach, why, then, mention only the problem of limiting the time of
Chometz intake? There is just as well a problem of limiting the time of
Matzah consumption, for Matzah may not be eaten the entire day?

The ©»10n »9 answers (n“on o) that being that there is a Mitzvah of
eating from the N4 »ND, there would be no Issur of eating from those
“MNn MmN’ on Erev Pesach.

NN 12 DV VYN
The Gemara .0 97 ©°n09 relates:

Nk wy AYaIR o onnR oyse (RN *32n aabyn: 17050 331 un”
“I1RD R Nawn AR T 10D OX W KDY oW Nawa

This Halacha was unfamiliar to the N9*Da 3, the OMNOVY) in Eretz

Yisroel: Erev Pesach came out one year on a Shabbos, and they were unsure
as to whether the sacrificing of the Korbon Pesach would be 0¥ - suspend

the restrictions of Shabbos. They were informed that ¥9aan Y90 from Bovel

would surely know. He answered them that we learn this Halacha from the
Korbon Tomid: Just as the Korbon Tomid, by which it says s sms “Y7yM02”,

Is brought on Shabbos, so too the Korbon Pesach, by which the Torah also
states (2.0 sa1e1) “YIYIN2 NDOD NN DNIY? N2 WYY, is brought on
Shabbos.  As soon as the 7912 »2 heard this ingenious explanation, they
immediately appointed 997 as their Now).
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¥1¥i02 NO9N NN INIY? 3 I

MOP MOV 29 asks: Why didn’t the N9>na A2 bring a proof that
the Korbon Pesach is brought even on Shabbos from the very same posuk
that NoWIN D91 used: “¥7¥ina NDOD NN DXIW? 12 IwY"?  That posuk
Is referring to the bringing of the Korbon Pesach in the second year of the
92, which was also an nava nYnY HNY NS 29y!

He answers: This is what the Gemara implied when it coined the
phrase: “i7> 821 12w, which would seem to be repetitious: If "maw” - they
had forgotten the Halacha, then certainly “iw7> X51" - they did not know it?
What the Gemara means by this, explains 9m9p NNYY 29, is: NV - they
had forgotten that the year mentioned in the Torah was an 9H¥ NS a4y
nawva n»nY, and therefore: W4 XY - they did not know the Halacha.

The 9 o n pony PNN NNIN answers that the NN 22 were aware
of the fact that the Korbon Pesach was brought in the 921 even though it
was Shabbos. Their question, however, was whether the ©9n had since
been 9% that one should not bring the Korbon Pesach on Shabbos.

As we see by the Mitzvah of Shofar when Rosh Hashana occurs on
Shabbos, the ©"95n may decree that we not perform a (n“xy awa) NYY MNN.

And as the N“D8 notes, we find that the ©’5Nn objected to a M NNV
receiving NNy to relieve himself of his ANV on NPNY HHY NDS a4y
Nawa, even though it would only be 132991 90N, although by doing so
they are obstructing him from being ©»pn the Mitzvah of Korbon Pesach.

Similarly, the 99°Ha »2 were in doubt as to whether the ©»5n had
also been 9% that one not bring the Korbon Pesach when Erev Pesach
occurs on Shabbos.

To which 999 replied that he had a N2ap from MyHY and PIVIN
that the Chachomim were not 9% against bringing the Korbon Pesach when
Erev Pesach falls out on Shabbos.

10
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DY131 NAVYD NIVON
oo " PIITE DY 2SN s aSTI™ M S 1o mamp

There is a variance of Minhagim as to the Haftorah that is read on
Shabbos HaGadol.

The wyb says that the Minhag is (as most of us do) to lain this

Haftorah on every Shabbos HaGadol, the Shabbos before Pesach, whether or
not it is Erev Pesach. The reason for this, he says, is because as we celebrate
the remembrance of our being saved from Mitzrayim, we bring to mind and
express our longing for the final N2, the NPYOW NDINI, mentioned here:

7N Sima ‘it NID 385 N2 N ns a0 mhw o

Another reason given for laining this Haftorah on every Shabbos
HaGadol is because Pesach is the time in which the Ribono Shel Olam
judges the world as to how the grain will grow (3o nwn wx9). Chazal say

(2% maw) that when one separates m9¥Wy¥n as he should, the Ribono Shel

Olam blesses the crop and showers us with Brochos, as the X>2) mentions

here in the Haftorah: 5@ Y™™ =NINT M°3 58 apen 53 N8 s’

m:-m PN I:DS atghhl NS aN ma::: ‘m N nm: NJ a2y a2
v o3 Ty MM n:5 T R

There are those that even say that it is due to the laining of this
Haftorah every year on the Shabbos before Pesach that this Shabbos is called
YN nav.

There are others, however, that say that this Haftorah is only lained on
Nava n»NY YNV NS a4y, for the Haftorah speaks of the final clearance of

Ma’asros - mIwyn M1 in the fourth year, which occurred only on Erev
Pesach: “m¥iNT IP2=ON TpER=Ss-nN W27
This is the Psak that the 2v>0 9NAa brings (9n »v) NIYNY.

11
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MVP MYV 29 says (»n »o) in his sefer NNYY NN that the reason
for only laining this Haftorah on Erev Pesach is: The year in which the
J2wn was built, Erev Pesach also occurred on Shabbos. We know this to be

so from the Gemara in Meseches Shabbos (‘19) that says that Y9 ¥9Nn UNX9
occurred then on a Sunday. Hence Y92 ‘0, the first day of Pesach, was also

on a Sunday. Being that the first Pesach in which the Mishkon was being
used was an Hava nYNY HNY ND 29y, as we experience this occurrence

again, we ask of the Ribono Shel Olam that our observance of the Yom Tov
now should be as pleasant as it was at that momentous time:

“mingia sy B9y s abwTm T P o oy

The Sefer Y98 on (from 92109 D7I¥N 29) says that we lain this
Haftorah particularly on mawa nynd 5nw noe a9y for the following

reason: It is especially at this time of year, as we reminisce our previous
NDIN), that we are overcome by feelings of yearning and desire for the

coming of the final Geulah, 2p47s8 NwN. We are well aware of what Chazal
tell us (x mwn wxy) that the month of y© bears a special aura of salvation:
“ONND PPNY 102 IONN 10117

When, precisely, was Klal Yisroel saved? On Y9 ‘0. Accordingly,
we will also be redeemed on 0% ‘0. The Haftorah, though, states that
N>230 PON will come one day before the Geulah: I:__:_? oL =+ Rt i
"N St ‘m oo N3 ueb N1 SN PN Meaning - on Erev
Pesach - Y0 4“s. Chazal, however, tell us that (» naw) 82239 19N will not
come on an Erev Shabbos or on an Erev Yom Tov “N901 299" - so as not
to disturb Klal Yisroel when they are already occupied with their
preparations for Shabbos or Yom Tov. How, then, is it possible for
NN ON to come the day before Pesach, without Klal Yisroel being
busy with preparations for Yom Tov? On a particular Erev Yom Tov in
which we would not be allowed to prepare for Yom Tov - when it falls out
on a Shabbos - on an nawa NPNH DNY N 29y! That is why we lain this
Haftorah particularly on this Shabbos, and why this Shabbos is the
opportune time for X232 P9S8 NdWN NNAI.

/3D PAPY - 0 NYYNY POINN ¥ OIN NPITHNI NYN AY PN 925 X2 N NIYA DIV ININY 1D Y WPNY Hn))
(5PN SIVINRT NN IN “NNYA” N»NHAA NI ONDY

12
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“DIOY NIINY'D MY DNON YT - NIV NNNY DNY DO 29y
The 990 oNN says it is apparent from past history that when Erev
Pesach occurs on a Shabbos it is a time destined for N9N). The posuk states

in the Haftorah here: “D23Y 9093 OO AT MNIN ‘M9 3
What is “O9Y 93” referring to? The Gemara %9 4% naw says that the
inauguration of the Mishkon was on a most special day, a day that was
adorned with ten crowns - “mAvy 9wy DVIY OY”. The first crown that it
bears is the fact that it was “NWN92 NWYND PYWNRT” - on a Sunday, the first
day of mWN92 NWYN, as a manifestation that it was as beloved as the
creation of the world. In that year, Erev Pesach came out on Shabbos.

We also find that when Klal Yisroel celebrated the first day of Pesach
upon their entering Eretz Yisroel* - ¢n p1s yor») “939) NOY” - the first day of

Pesach was on a Sunday, following an nawa nynd HnNY NS 14y.

In addition, the day in which 999 was proclaimed N>¥) over Eretz
Yisroel (o oonos), by the NWYN of the H9°N2 A3, occurred on an NV 29y
nawva n»nY Hnw. This was an occurrence of monumental proportions, for,
as it says in DYIMONN NIWY, this was the defining moment that returned the
madmn to N 1, after years of unlawful rule by the ©%»n5 and
0¥ MaYN. The ultimate reestablishment of 4y m%a MAaYM was due to
the predicament of nawa nPnY YNV NDH a4y,

There we have it: The inauguration of the Mishkon, the Pesach
celebrated upon the initial conquest of Eretz Yisroel, and the return of
17 a2 madn - all occurring on an Nava NYNY HNY NDO 29y. We see
clearly from all of this, says the 9910 onn, that Hawa n»YnNY HNY NDS 29y
is a time predetermined for NYINY.

It is therefore with great hope and anticipation that we lain from this
Haftorah the long awaited promise of:
2R3 DITIT 7 O RIT 900 RIIT MUK IR DID 0O SOIR M

(N 2 MnY) “DYIIn 029 AN IANY = 1913 = “NAVA NPNY YNY NDO 29y DY NYODINY 1IN .1
(0.9 ©M27) “PHAN W IUN YIND DN PPON ‘D TNANY - ON

“N NN TaYD NP YIN DY XAPNA” = 1462 = “NAVA DNY NDO 29" DY NMODINY 1IN . 2
(25 ap oHn)
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2910 Havy NN Mg
The Shabbos before Pesach is referred to as "2v13n nav".

The Tur gives a reason for this: In the year of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the yidden were
commanded to take, on the 10th day of Nisan, a sheep for a Korbon Pesach. In that
year, the 10th day of Nisan came out on Shabbos. Every household took on that day a
sheep into the house and tied it to a foot of a bed. When the Mitzriyim asked them why
they were doing this, the yidden answered that they were preparing to shecht it as a
Korbon Pesach. The Mitzriyim gritted their teeth in anger and frustration, for they were
powerless to harm them or to even object. In commemoration of that neis that occurred
on the Shabbos before Pesach, we refer to it as Shabbos HaGadol.

Many Meforshim ask: Why was the Shabbos before Pesach designated as a
special time? The tenth day of Nisan, whose Mitzvah brought on the neis, should have
been set as a Yom ToV! It just happened to have fallen out in that year on Shabbos!

The Sefer 799 wa4 answers: As the Ba’al HaTurim notes, the Makos were not in
effect on Shabbos. The tenth day of Nisan came out to be in the middle of the Makoh of
qvn. Were it to have been a week-day, the neis would not have occurred, for the
Mitzriyim would not have seen them taking a sheep during the q¥n. It was only because
the tenth day of Nisan fell on a Shabbos that the q¥n did not prevail and the neis
occurred. That is why we commemorate this neis on Shabbos.

Rav Gedaliah Schorr noted: We find in 99X nv99, where the Torah speaks of
the Yomim Tovim: ")iNay¥ Nay >y>avn 0121 NINPN NYYH O NYY >1¥in 0N AN -
The posuk says ‘these are the Yomim Tovim: six days you shall work etc.” The
Meforshim ask there: If the Torah is introducing the Yomim Tovim, why does it mix in
Shabbos? The reason for this is, explained Rav Schorr, is that Shabbos is the source of
the Kedusha of all of the Yomim Tovim. The Yomim Tovim are merely a continuation of
Kedushas Shabbos. If not for Shabbos, we could not have Yom Tov. That is why
Shabbos is written there as an introduction to Yom Tov.

The Mechilta even says that the Ribono Shel Olam told Klal Yisrael: If you will
merit keeping Shabbos, Hashem will give you the three Yomim Tovim. That is why the
Shabbos before any Yom Tov contains within it the Kedusha of the upcoming Yom Tov.
Here, too, it was by way of Kedushas Shabbos that Klal Yisrael had the ability to bring
the Korbon Pesach. That is why the Shabbos before Pesach is so special, meriting being
referred to as the '9y1yn nav'.

The Chasam Sofer gives another reason why this Shabbos is referred to as
Shabbos HaGadol: Every Motzoai Shabbos we say, after Shemoneh Esrai, the Tefillos
of YN *N”M and WYTP NNNY. The reason for this, says the Tur (n"s2 o n"w), is that being

that those that are in ©7?) are released on Shabbos, only to be returned after Shabbos,
we postpone their return to 01923 by lengthening the davening with these Tefillos. When
Yom Tov occurs during the coming week, the Halachah is that we don't say these
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Tefillos. The reason for this is that in the short time between Shabbos and Yom Tov the
neshamos are not returned to gehinom. Consequently, the Kedusha of Shabbos extends
itself into the week-days up until Yom Tov.

When was the first time that the Kedushas Shabbos became extended into the
week-days? The Shabbos immediately before the first Yom Tov that Klal Yisrael
experienced, the Yom Tov of Pesach. In celebration of that first 'enlarged’ Shabbos, we
refer to it as Shabbos HaGadol.

The Sefer PYM NVM says that this Shabbos is referred to as 'V¥HN Navy'
because we lein in it the Haftorah that speaks of 99 N0 9N DX 0P NYY 9N MIN”
"N 21730 ' OP N1,

The Maharil says that because, in this Shabbos, the YY) 94N of the Kehilla
speaks, this Shabbos is called '9¥13n nav'.

The Bnei Yissoschor says that the Shabbos before Pesach is celebrated for
being the turning point in which Klal Yisrael attained the status of a 'D¥1y'.

What is the difference in Halachah between a yop and a 2Y13? The legal status
of their NawnNN, what we refer to as 'NYY. When a 9y1) has in mind to make an object
into a »3, it becomes one, whereas when a y9{ has such thoughts nothing is changed.
The same difference in 'NYT" exists between yidden and goyim. It is only by yidden that
the rule stands: (s myw v'p)

INYY DRI 2NN PIY NOYN INYY KDY MN8N MUY avn' - If one wishes to do a Mitzvah
but couldn't, it is reckoned as if he did it.

It was the attainment of legal ny¥4, the status of being a '9¥4¥, that Klal Yisrael

acquired on the Shabbos before Pesach when they were initiated as yidden with their
first Mitzvah, the Mitzvah of Korbon Pesach. That is why we celebrate this Shabbos as
Shabbos HaGadol, for it is the Shabbos in which each of us earned the status of being a
oY1y

Why did the Ribono Shel Olam particularly choose Shabbos as the day in which
the Korbon Pesach was to be taken?
The Sefer wpvy NN answers: The idea of bringing a Korbon Pesach was in

order to separate themselves from Avodah Zarah, as Chazal explain the posuk: ¥n"
(N5 2> MNY) "IXY 03 INPI. Shabbos has ingrained in it a special power to decimate
Avodah Zarah, as Chazal (tvp naw) say:¥nN 9719 'y 421 aN 1NaYN5 nav 9nvnn vo'
"D yPYMm. Thus it was with the power of Shabbos that they were able to obliterate
Avodah Zarah.

"N91D) i1 "D O N2 29D N> IPIHN DX 0P NHY NN MIN”

Why does the posuk use a present tense: "NpV¥ »2x 130" - ‘Behold | am sending’
Eliyahu HaNovi? The posuk should say: "hp¥x 93X 131" - ‘| will send’ him?

The Chofetz Chaim answers: Eliyahu HaNovi, for his part, is ready this very
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instant to come and break the news that the time of Moshiach has come. It is just up to
us to prepare ourselves in order to be deserving of his arrival!



