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Scavenger
Flatbush

Hunt

The Great
M A K E  C H O L  H A M O E D  F U N  AG A I N !

Fun for the Whole Family
All clues are within walking distance

Start anytime between 11 AM - 1 PM

For the First Time Ever!
Bond with your family, have 
fun, and explore the Jewish 

landmarks of Midwood through 
a captivating and uniquely 
Pesach-themed Scavenger 

Hunt! Benefitting Bnos Leah 
Prospect Park Yeshiva.

Exciting Clues! First group to unlock the Treasure Chest wins $500 Cash! 

Monday, April 22  •  11:00 AM

Starting Point: OneBefore Escape Room
1905 Avenue M between E. 19th & Ocean Avenue

Rain Date Wednesday, April 24th

Pre-ordered discounted tickets (by Friday, April 19th): $15 per person, family max. $100 (Full priced tickets available at the door)

Designed and hosted by

OneBefore Escape

America's First Jewish Escape Room

as featured in the Mishpacha and Hamodia

Order tickets online at

www.onebeforeescape.com

or by calling 718.975.0331

OneBefore is part of the global escape room phenomenon. 

We bring to life the true story of Dr. Je�rey Mark Paull, an 

American Jew who discovered that some of the greatest 

sages such as the Shpoler Zaide, Rashi and even King David 

are all his ancestors! The facility features cutting edge 

technology from international designers, Rabbinic genealogy, 

Torah and Jewish history, loving kindness and self-sacrifice, 

faith in Tzaddikim and much more. OneBefore has a fine 

art gallery on premises and is open for parties.



Hudson Yards is a new development on Man-
hattan’s West Side. It is roughly bounded by 10th 
and 11th Ave. between 30th and 34th St.

• The Vessel, a 150-foot tall structure, is at the
center of the development’s five-acre public park.
The developer of the property is still searching for
a final, permanent name for the structure which
resembles a maze or, some say, a beehive.

• The Vessel actually serves as nothing more
than a unique staircase. It has 154 staircases,
80 platforms and includes 2500 individual stairs.
Visitors can see NYC from different points of view
on the way up and down. From the top one can
enjoy a breathtaking view of Manhattan and the
Hudson River.

• If you walk up and down The Vessel in a circu-
lar path, you cover 1 mile. It takes approximately
15 minutes to get to the top.

• For those who cannot climb the stairs, there is
an elevator.

• The cost of the structure was around $150 mil-
lion. It officially opened to the public on March 15.

• The Vessel was designed by Thomas Heather-
wick. The design of The Vessel was kept secret
and it was brought to NYC from Italy by ship bit
by bit. Heatherwick called it “one of the most com-
plex pieces of steelwork ever made.”

• Surrounding The Vessel is a public plaza which
will eventually have 30,000 native plants, a new
entrance to the High Line and lots of outdoor
seating. There is a Wi-Fi system throughout.

• The gardens/green space surrounding The Ves-
sel are powered by technology. Hudson Yards is
built on top of a train yard. Temperatures can
climb very high in the ground below. Designers
installed a ventilation system to keep the roots
of the plants cool and the soil is especially engi-
neered to protect the roots and allow them to grow
and expand.

• The Vessel is also surrounded by a luxury shop-
ping center.

• The Vessel is open daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
(open all year). Admission is free but tickets are
required.

Photo Controversy at the Vessel
The Vessel in New York’s Hudson Yards says 

you can now keep ownership of the pictures you 
take there, following an outburst of online criti-
cism over its photo policy. 

The Vessel’s terms and conditions had previ-
ously stated that Hudson Yards could use any pic-
tures, audio or video that visitors create or upload 
to social media showing the structure. 

The company has updated that policy, ex-
plaining that visitors may “retain ownership of 
any photographs, text, audio recordings or video 
footage depicting or relating to The Vessel” that 
they may create. The Vessel can repost or share 
content visitors post to social media.

Visitors still have to agree that they may be 
filmed or photographed by Hudson Yards, and 
that media taken of them at The Vessel become 
the company’s property. Hudson Yards can use 
those recordings for advertising, marketing and 
promotional purposes.

THE VESSEL
By Linda Levin
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3121 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505

www.AmishExperience.com 
800.555.2303

SUPER SAVER  
PACKAGE
• Farmlands Tour
• House & School Tour
• F/X Cinema
• Buggy Ride

Book online at www.AmishExperience.com using 
coupon code DLSS and save an extra $4 per adult 
off our already discounted online price!

v

CATCH HIS ACT IN OUR  

DAILY SEA LION SHOWS!

Don’t miss the show! Watch him clap, 

roar and soar through the air as his 

caretakers explain why teaching him 

husbandry behaviors are so important!

HE'S A 
ROCK 
STAR!

Closed Christmas & Thanksgiving. *Admission must be used within 7 days of your birthday. No exceptions and 

no refunds for previously purchased tickets. Valid ID is required. No ID no admittance. Birthday offer cannot be 

combined with any other offer. Good for 2019. 

431 E Main St, Riverhead, NY 

631.208.9200, ext. 426  

Visit LongIslandAquarium.com!

TM

Short drive from:

- New York
- Philadelphia
- New Jersey

Family Style Whitewater

SKIRMISH Paintball

Easy, downhill biking
We Have:
- TREK Bicycles- Full Shuttle Service- 5 to 36 Mile Rides- Beautiful Waterfalls- Scenic Views

$ 10.99

When people approach me for ideas of what to do 
on Chol Hamoed I try to gauge if they are looking 
for something indoor, outdoor, low key or adventur-
ous. And I’ll try to come up with a combination of 
types of trips for Chol Hamoed that cover all types 
of excursions; an amusement park, trampoline park, 
an escape room, craft place, scenic hike and whale 
watching. For additional ideas you can check been-
theredonethattrips.com.

Flight Fit n Fun: Cliffwood, NJ

We spent the weekend in New Jersey and were 
looking for something fun to do on the way home. 
Flight Fit n Fun was just that: a fun way to spend a 
Sunday afternoon. Flight Fit n Fun has everything 
you would expect at a trampoline park – and more. 

There are trampoline courts, dodgeball courts, 
foam pits, the battle beam, slam dunk basketball 
courts, as well as a separate area with trampolines 
and foam blocks for children up to 40 inches tall. 
There is a lot of seating for adults who do not want 
to jump, so they can sit and watch their kids. In ad-
dition to all the trampoline-related activities, there 
are also some arcade games, a laser maze, and a café 
on site.

Flight Fit n Fun also has a climbing wall and chal-
lenging and exciting walking sticks. See how high 
you can climb on the rising sticks while attached to a 
harness and then jump down from the top.

Address:

111 NJ-35
Cliffwood, NJ 07721

Phone Number:
(732) 583-3000

Open Jump Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 4-8 p.m.
Friday: 3-8 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Price:
1 Hour: $18
1.5 Hours: $23
2 Hours: $28
Monday: Student Night 1/2 off admission for stu-

dents
Tuesday: $10 Tuesdays
Thursday: Family Night Special
Flight Socks: $3
Limited Edition Socks: $5

Approximate Distance from: 
Brooklyn Bridge: 50 minutes
Lakewood: 40 minutes
Monsey: 1 hour, 5 minutes

Website: flightfitnfun.com

-----------

Roosevelt Island: Manhattan, NY
There’s nothing like seeing NYC traffic from 

above!
Roosevelt Island is a narrow two-mile-long Is-

land in the East River of Manhattan located between 
Queens and Long Island. The Island is on the out-
skirts of the City and can be accessed through an Ari-
al Tramway.

The Arial Tramway station is near the FDR. The 
tram ride lasts just for a couple of minutes but is fas-
cinating. When we rode the tramway, there was loads 
of traffic on the street below. We were enthralled!

The Island has various playgrounds to accommo-
date different ages. There is also a walkway along-

Chol Hamoed Trips Pesach, ’19
Compiled and photographed by Sarah Einhorn 

Continued on p.S9
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See It Today!

Where Are You Going for Pesach? 
Everywhere!

$5$5Ta
ke O

F
F

O
F
F

OFFER VALID FROM APRIL 19TH TO APRIL 30TH.
ONE CUT OUT COUPON IS VALID FOR UP TO 10 ADMISSIONS, $5 OFF 
EACH ADMISSION. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED DURING PAYMENT.

216 W. 44th Street 
GulliversGate.com

In Times Square

Visit 40 
Countries  
in a Day.

See world famous landmarks  
in a stunningly detailed 

miniature world located in  
the heart of Times Square.  

It’s the perfect gift for  
kids ages 2 to 120.

SPECIAL FOR 
CHOL HAMOED!!

Enjoy Live onsite 
entertainment. 10 foot 
stilt walkers and much, 

much more.
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side the river where you can ride bikes or take a lei-
surely stroll. The open fields are great for ball games 
or flying kites. 

The Price of the Arial Tramway is very affordable 
since it is part of the Metro system. Up to three (3) 
children 44 inches tall and under ride for free on the 
Tram when accompanied by a fare-paying adult.

Tramway Station:
E 59th St. & 2nd Ave., Manhattan, NY 10022 
Phone: 
(212) 832-4583

Hours:
Sunday-Thursday: 6 a.m.-2 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: 6 a.m.-3:30 a.m.
Morning Rush Hours (M-F): 7 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Evening Rush Hours (M-F): 3 p.m.-8 p.m.

Price: 
To ride the Tram, you must use a MTA Metro-

Card. MetroCards are available for purchase at ei-
ther Tram Station and at subway stations through-
out New York City. Full fare: $2.50 per trip Reduced 
Fare MetroCard: $1.25 per trip.

Approximate Distance from: 
Monsey: 55 minutes
Brooklyn Bridge: 20 minutes
Lakewood: 1 hour, 30 minutes
Website: rioc.ny.gov/tramtransportation

-----------

High Exposure: Northvale, NJ

I was completely blown away by the quantity and 
variety of climbing options in the 14,000 square feet 
of climbing area at High Exposure.

Each of the different elements is designed in ex-
citing ways. There aren’t just rock climbing walls, al-
though there are plenty of those too. There are walls 
with frames of all sizes and shapes, see if you can get 
to the top of the wall using frames as your foothold. 
There is a wall with “knots and bolts”, a wall with 
pipes and even a toilet seat up on top! There are holes 
all the way up one wall and spinning wheels on an-
other. If you are really brave you can try the 32-foot 
stunt jump and if you are really skilled you can try 
the most difficult 42-foot Crazy Climbing Cube.

In addition to all the climbing in the Action Ad-

venture section, there is the Ninja Warrior section 
with warped walls. There are also different ropes and 
swings to hang from, vaulting boxes, Devil Steps and 
cliff hanger. These are just a sampling of the many 
exciting and challenging activities at High Exposure.

Before entering the facility every guest must have 
a signed waver. The waver can be signed online be-
fore visiting and the staff can pull it up on their com-
puter when you arrive. This saves lots of time. Once 
you’ve checked in the friendly staff will help fit you 
with a harness and you can begin your climbing ad-
venture!

Address:
266 Union Street
Northvale, NJ 07647

Phone Number:
(201) 768-8600

Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Price: 
2 Hour Pass: $25
Toddler: $12

Weekdays after 8 p.m.: $10

10 Visit Pass (valid for 12 months):
10 Day Pass: $195
10 Day Toddler: $104

Approximate Distance from: 
Brooklyn Bridge: 45 minutes
Lakewood: 1 hour, 35 minutes
Monsey: 25 minutes

Website: www.highexposureclimbing.com

-------------

Glassworks Studio: Morristown, NJ
Whatever you choose to create at Glassworks Stu-

dio, whether you choose to do an abstract design or a 
picture, ends up looking professional after they are 

Einhorn
Continued from p.S6

Continued on p.S10

Indoor Electric 

Go Karts

Black Light 

Laser Tag Arena

Virtual Reality

Spin Zone 

Bumper Cars

Climbing Walls

Ropes Course

Trampolines

Warrior Course

Sky Rider

Bowling

Arcades

Attractions 
Speaks Louder 
Than Words!

The Urban Air Adventure Park 
in Orange, Connecticut

Bring all your family and friends for an 
unforgettable day at the ultimate indoor 

Adventure park in the Tri State Area

Hours 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY 4PM - 9PM

FRIDAY 4PM - 11PM

SATURDAY 10AM - 11PM

SUNDAY 10AM - 9PM

Pricing
Platinum for the price of Ultimate   $46.99
Early Bird Special: Ultimate Pass      $29.99
ADD ONS

$10 Arcade Card $10.00
Go Kart Rides $17.99
Laser Tag  $8.50
Virtual Reality $7.99
Spin Zone  $5.99

Passover Hours 
MONDAY 4/22, TUESDAY 4/23, WEDNESDAY 4/24

10AM - 9PM

www.urbanairorange.com 260 Bull Hill Ln, 
Orange, CT, 06477

Independently owned and 
operated in Orange, CT

Attention Camp Directors: Bring your camps here for an indoor day of non stop entertainment!

$29.99 
$21.99

$7.00
$12.00
$6.00
$5.00 
$4.00

Incredible 

Passover 
Deals!
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fused. You don’t need to be an artist 
and there is no right and wrong.

We visited Glassworks Studio one 
Sunday afternoon during walk-in ses-
sions (reservations are necessary to 
guarantee that there will be enough 
space). The place was hopping. There 
was enough staff for everyone to get 
their own individualized attention. 
There was also a birthday party taking 
place in the adjoining party room.

When we arrived we were told to 
choose what we wanted to design. 
There is an incredible amount of op-
tions including vases, bowls, trays, 
coasters, circle shapes, heart shapes, 

picture frames and many types of 
specialty items to decorate. Once you 

choose what to decorate and gain in-
spiration from the many samples, you 
get seated with the materials, tools and 
instructions.

Stacey, the owner explained to us 
how we can decorate our glass squares. 
Either we can decorate creating our 
own design or by tracing one of the 
many pictures they have and using 
that as the guide. We were given gog-
gles for safety while cutting and glue to 
secure the glass pieces so that the glass 
stays in place.

M O N -  W E D :  11A M - 6P M
T H U R S :  1 0A M -3P M 718- 9 07- 8833  //   792  E A ST E R N P K W Y //  B RO OK LY N, NY

W W W. J CM . M U SE U M $1 3 A D M I SS ION  +  $2  B U B B L E SH OW

GET 10% OFF

ADMISSION

with promo code

POP10

Celebrate Pesach at the
Jewish Children's Museum 

Limited

tickets available

Advance purchase

only

A PERFORMANCE

WITH JEFF BOYER
APRIL 22-25

 600 West Ave. Stamford, CT 06902  (203) 323-7223 • 99 CAVEN POINT RD. JERSEY CITY, NJ 07305  (201) 333-7223  • 40 DANIEL ST. FARMINGDALE, NY 11735  (631) 752-7223 

 @RPMRaceway | RPMRaceway.com
   

Einhorn
Continued from p.S9

Continued on p.S11
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Billy Beez Mall at Bay Plaza.   200 Baychester Ave, Bronx, NY 10475 . (718) 514-6045
Billy Beez Palisades Center. 1282 Palisades Center Dr., West Nyack, NY 10994.  (845) 535-9277

Billy Beez Crystal Run Galleria. 1 N Galleria Dr., Middletown, NY 10941. (845) 673-3352

www.billybeezus.com

Wishing you a Happy Passover
Enquire about our 10 pack deals: The Best Buzzzz For Your Buck

Once we finished our projects we 
left it there to be fused. Projects are 
ready a week later for pickup. For more 
distant cities, they offer to help send 
your project home with someone that 
comes at a later date.

It was an amazing experience cut-
ting the glass and creating our master-
pieces. We can’t wait for projects to be 
ready!

Address:
151 South Street 
Morristown, NJ

Phone Number:
(973) 656-0800

Hours:
Walk In Studio Open Hours
Ages 3 to 103 – Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday & Monday: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
The first Friday of the month we 

stay open late until 9 p.m. | All ages 
welcome 

Adults Only – Wednesday: 5-10 p.m. 
Private Events and Team Building 

available 7 days a week by appoint-
ment

Price:
Prices start at $23 depending on 

what you choose to make

Approximate Distance from: 
Brooklyn Bridge: 1 hour
Lakewood: 1 hour, 15 minutes
Monsey: 45 minutes

Website: www.umakeglass.com

-------------

Mohonk Mountain House: 
New Paltz, NY

Although Mohonk is most famous for 
the Mountain House, a Victorian castle 
resort founded in 1869. This resort is 
famous for its incredible surroundings 
and unspoiled natural beauty. Mohonk 
is located on the Shawangunk Ridge in 
New Paltz, New York. Mohonk’s prop-
erty consists of 1,325 acres with many 
meadows and gardens. It connects to 
the Mohonk Preserve, which is criss-
crossed by 85 miles of hiking trails and 
carriage roads. I’ve heard people who 
visit say that Mohonk is the “Swiss 
Alps of America.” 

Most of the sports and activities are 
only offered to resort guests but pass-
es can be purchased at the gatehouse 
for a day visit to Mohonk’s incredible 
grounds and enjoy the many hikes 
and picturesque lake with magnificent 
views of the Mountain House. At this 
time of year the boating on the lake will 
probably not be open but the outdoor 
ice skating may still be open. Options 
of activities and prices can be viewed 
on their website. 

Address:
1000 Mountain Rest Road
New Paltz, NY 12561

Phone Number:
(866) 535-8692

Continued on p.S14

Einhorn
Continued from p.S10
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THE HIGH LINE
By Linda Levin

Courtesy of The Hudson Yards, NY



        •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   Friday, April 19, 2019    •    The Jewish Press   •    Page S13   



Page S14   •    The Jewish Press   •   Friday, April 19, 2019    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •           

CHABAD OF SOUTH ORLANDO
PRESENTS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 • 6:15 PM

BENNY FRIEDMAN 
Featuring songs from his upcoming album!

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: GERSHON FREISHTAT

MONDAY, APRIL 22 • 8:30 PM

ZUSHA!
Live in Concert!

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
ORLANDOPESACH.COM

Special Family 
Packages Available

TICKET PRICES
$30 General Admission

$50 Reserved Seating • $100 VIP 
(VIP Includes Pre Concert Meet & Greet, Commemorative T-Shirt 

& Gift Bag, & $10 Food Voucher)
$5 surcharge applies to all ticket purchases at the door

AT THE ROSEN JCC AUDITORIUM
11184 S. Apopka Vineland Rd. | Orlando (Near Disney)

FOOD AVAILABLE ON-SITE
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY

From 5:00PM Until 
Conclusion of Concert

ORLANDO’S

VISIT ORLANDOPESACH.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION!
TICKET PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE ONLINE TICKET PROCESSING FEE.

Two 

Great

Events!

Continued on p.S15

Hiking Day Pass Hours:
8 a.m.-Dusk

Hiking Pass Price:
Adults:
$21 Monday-Friday
$26 weekends/holidays

Children Under 12:
$16 Monday-Friday
$21 weekends/holidays

Families. (Families = 2 Adults and 
2 Children Under the Age of 12)

$55 Monday-Friday
$70 weekends/holidays

Approximate Distance from: 
Brooklyn Bridge: 1 hour, 55 min-

utes
Lakewood: 2 hours, 25 minutes
Monsey: 1 hour, 5 min.
 
Website: www.mohonk.com

----------------

Overpeck Park: Leonia, NJ
Overpeck Park is the perfect desti-

nation for both old and young. The park 
features walking paths, kayak and ca-
noe rentals, and a most enjoyable, orig-
inal playground.

When arriving at the roundabout 
which has a sign for Overpeck Park, 
make a right and cross over the two 
wooden bridges. The first 
parking lot is for Overpeck 

Park Kayak Center. They rent out ca-
noes as well as both single and tandem 
kayaks. They have a limited amount 
of tandem kayaks. It is always smart 
to arrive early to ensure availability. 
There is no reserving in advance. Chil-
dren under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Children under 5 are not al-
lowed onto the boats. 

There is a scenic walkway alongside 
the water that leads to the playground. 
You can also drive to the playground 
and park there. The playground is 
huge! There is a large climbing area, a 
toddler climbing area, swings, a mon-
key bar area and the highlight of the 
park; the four connected 15-foot rope 
climbing structures with a small tram-
poline in the center. Children feel a 
real sense of accomplishment when 
they reach the top of the tower. 

Address:
50 Fort Lee Rd
Leonia, NJ 07605

Kayaking Center Phone Num-
ber:

201-957-3085

Park Hours:
7 a.m.-10 p.m.

Kayaking Hours:
Monday-Tuesday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday: 2 p.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Last boat rental is two hours before 

closing.

Einhorn
Continued from p.S11
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29 LeCount Place, New Rochelle, NY 10801
www.funfuziononline.com • 914.637.7575

*Redemption Games are  not included. 
 all facility restrictions apply. 

all amusements based on availability.

per person

•ping pong!
*•funhouse games & Rides! •Glow mini golf!

•billiards!

4 hours unlimited PLAY

APRIL 15th - april 19th

APRIL 22ND - april 26th

Management reserves all rights. Redemption games 

& food not included. All facility restrictions apply. 

All amusements based on availability.

Offer Valid: 4/15/19 - 4/26/19 JPS19

3

CHOL-HAMOED PESACH

SkateTime209.com   •   5164 Route 209   •   Accord NY
located 1/2 mile north of Kelder’s Farm on Route 209

admission fee $15 per person

30,000 sq ft All indoor Family Fun Center with a
traditional maple floor roller skating rink, arcade, 

and inflatable rides set up in the parking lot for Passover 

 inflatables
 roller skating 

Mon  April 22, 2019   11am - 6pm  Family Fun*  8pm - 10pm Men’s Skating 
Tue  April 23, 2019      11am - 6pm  Family Fun *  
Wed  April 24, 2019    11am - 6pm Family Fun *   8pm - 10pm Women’s Skating
Thur  April 25, 2019    by reservation only call 845-423-0404   

* inflatable rides will only be 
available between 11am and 6pm

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ELLENVILLE SHUL
AND THE HEBREW DAY SCHOOL OF SULLIVAN COUNTY

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES

for more information contact:
Asher Handler at 845-423-0404

  or AsherHandler@netscape.net

for large groups & families**  
JewishDriver@yahoo.com

845-583-8080
**reservations required by 4/15/19

PRE PACKAGED
KOSHER FOR 

PASSOVER 
SNACKS & DRINKS

2pm & 4pm
at the pavilion area

 arcade

50-50 charity raffle 

Price:
$15 per paddler for up to 2 hours

Approximate Distance from: 
Brooklyn Bridge: 30 minutes
Lakewood: 1 hour, 5 minutes
Monsey: 35 minutes

Website: co.bergen.nj.us

Sarah Einhorn’s maintains the website been-
theredonethattrips.com.

Einhorn
Continued from p.S14

Small Ads Don’t Work?
You’re reading this one.

To advertise in The Jewish Press, 
call 718-330-1100 x6 or email ads@

jewishpress.com



National September 11 Memorial & Museum 

By Linda Levin
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The Oculus

By Linda Levin
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Noted “Children of Newark” – those who were ei-
ther born or lived in Newark, New Jersey – include 
such Jewish personalities as Rabbi Zev Segal, zt”l 
(rav of the Young Israel of Newark); his son, Nachum 
Segal, host of the popular radio show JM in the AM; 
Rabbi Dovid Singer, zt”l (rav of the Sfardishe Shul in 
Borough Park); Rabbi Yitzchok Singer, zt”l (rav of the 
Bialystoker Shul on the Lower East Side); comedian 
Jerry Lewis; Paula Ben-Gurion (wife of famed Israeli 
statesman David Ben-Gurion); Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author Philip Roth; Mayor “Doc” Ellenstein 
(first and only Jewish mayor of Newark); Edward I. 
Koch, former mayor of New York City; singer Paul 
Simon (of Simon & Garfunkel); writer and poet Al-
len Ginsberg; and actor Jason Alexander (who played 
George on the TV show Seinfeld).

When did it all begin? It began when Uriah Hen-
dricks started a metal business in 1764. He was born 
in Amsterdam, Holland, came to New York, and was 
president of Congregation Shearith Israel, America’s 
oldest synagogue. His son, Harmon Hendricks, es-
tablished one of the first copper-rolling mills in the 
United States at the north end of Newark. Clients 
included the U.S. War Department and Paul Revere 
and Sons, silversmiths and bell makers.

There was no real Jewish community, however, un-
til 1840, when Louis Trier arrived to found a tannery. 
Others followed, many becoming peddlers on New-
ark’s streets or in outlying areas. They sold stockings, 
thread, needles, and cheap crockery, quietly accumu-
lating small savings in hopes of buying a horse and 
wagon or renting a small store. Before 1860, the lead-
ing dry goods stores in Newark were owned by Jews.

Louis Bamberger, who was born in Baltimore in 
1855 and settled in Newark in 1892, purchased a 
bankrupt dry goods store. By 1912, the store occupied 
a full square block, and in 1924 employed 2,800 peo-
ple. In 1928, store sales were $38 million, ranking it 
as the fourth largest department store in the country.

Louis Bamberger and his brother-in-law Felix 
Fuld were major philanthropists and were involved in 
bringing a German-Jewish refugee, Albert Einstein, 
who had escaped from Nazi Germany, to America. 
They gave a five million dollar gift to establish the In-
stitute of Advanced Studies at Princeton University. 
Some of the other institutions founded by Bamberger 
and Fuld include the Newark Museum, Newark Beth 
Israel Hospital, and the YMHA of Newark. Caroline 
Bamberger Fuld donated 2,000 Japanese flowering 
cherry trees to North Branch Park in 1927. The park 
is in full bloom in early May. It’s truly spectacular.

The first group to arrive in Newark were primar-
ily German Jews. They founded Congregation B’nai 
Jeshurun in 1848. The last building in Newark used 
by that congregation was located at 785 High Street 
(today’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard). The 
congregation is now located in Short Hills, NJ.

The second group to found a synagogue in Newark 
were Polish Jews. They founded Congregation B’nai 
Abraham in 1853. Their last building in the Clinton Hill 
section was located at 621 Clinton Avenue. The exquisite 
elliptical building was consecrated by world renowned 
Cantor Yossele Rosenblatt in 1924. The building was 
designed by architect Nathan Myers, who also designed 
Congregation Anshe Russia at 224 West Kinney Avenue 
in Newark, the Art Deco Hersh Tower in Elizabeth, NJ, 
and Beth El Synagogue in Waterbury, CT. Temple B’nai 
Abraham is presently located in Livingston, NJ.

The third oldest congregation in Newark, Oheb 
Shalom, was organized in 1860 on Prince Street. 
Prince Street is where many of the Eastern Europe-
an Jews lived. There were many small synagogues 
or “shtiblech” and many tenement buildings. There 
were several public bath houses in this section as 
well. Oheb Shalom’s first major synagogue building, 
located at 32 Prince Street, is still standing. It is now 
used by the Greater Newark Conservancy. In 1911, 
Oheb Shalom built a Classical Revival structure at 
672 High Street. Governor Woodrow Wilson attended 
the inaugural services. Congregation Oheb Shalom is 

presently located in South Orange, NJ.
Some of the finest works of architecture in New-

ark were designed by the noted Jewish architect 
Frank Grad. They include: The Beaux-Arts YMHA 
on High Street, Spanish Colonial Stanley Theater at 
983 Orange Avenue, the Classical Revival Symphony 
Hall on Broad Street, Newark Beth Israel Hospital, 
and the Lefcourt Newark Building, today called 1180 
Raymond Boulevard.

The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company was 
chartered in 1845. It was known as the “Tiffany” of 
life insurance companies, a reference to its reputa-
tion as the provider of life insurance to the upper 
classes. Its last building, located at 520 Broad Street, 
was built in 1957, designed by Frank Grad in the In-
ternational Style of architecture. 

In 1999, the Mutual went out of business. Their 
last 20-story building was purchased by telecommuni-
cations company IDT, headed by Howard Jonas. The 
company incorporates the Yeshiva Bais Tzvi Yaakov. 
It is both a yeshiva and a college. The first half of the 
day is dedicated to lectures (shiurim) and one-on-one 
Torah study, while in the second half of the day stu-
dents study toward a degree in either technology or 
business through Essex County College.

The yeshiva is sandwiched among floors of corpo-
rate hustle and bustle. But one visit will have you 
know that this international telecommunications and 
entertainment corporation – one of the largest in the 
world – is firmly rooted in Torah. The IDT Building 
is prominently visible as you drive west along Route 
280 from the New Jersey Turnpike.

A visit to the Jewish Museum of Newark is a 
must. It is located at 145 Broadway. It contains the 
remains of an ark designed in 1874 for Congregation 
Beth El, which was located on Lexington Avenue at 
63rd Street in Manhattan. The ark, standing about 
50 feet high, was dismantled and put into storage in 
1926. At that time, a small congregation in Newark, 
Ahavas Sholom, took possession of it. 

However, since the floor-to-ceiling height in the 
small congregation was only about 25 feet, the ark 
had to be cut down to fit into this space. But what 
you now see in this museum are the remains of an 
extremely decorative wooden ark, on par with de-
tails found in the wooden arks of New York’s Central 
Synagogue or Eldridge Street Synagogue. It’s just 
breathtaking. For information, call (973) 485-2609.

One more bit of information about Jewish New-
ark. The Hotel Riviera was built in 1922 and became 
a Newark residence for businessmen and legal fig-

ures doing business with the country and city. It is 
located at the corner of High Street and Clinton Ave-
nue. In the 1920s, the Hotel Riviera and its environs 
were so fine that Philip Roth’s parents chose it for 
their honeymoon. The notorious gangster from New-
ark, Abner “Longy” Zwillman, made the Hotel Riv-
iera his residence. 

According to Nat Bodian of the website Old New-
ark Memories, Zwillman was one of the organizers 
and a founding member of the nationwide crime syn-
dicate known as “Murder Incorporated.” He start-
ed selling produce in his Third Ward neighborhood 
along Prince Street. He then started selling lottery 
numbers, and ultimately controlled the numbers 
business in most of Newark. His other criminal en-
terprises later included gambling and control of some 
labor unions. He had partnerships with large indus-
trial establishments, hotels, and restaurants from 
Havana, Cuba, and Miami to Las Vegas and several 
Hollywood production companies. 

In an interesting article in the July 2, 2018 issue 
of Tablet Magazine, Robert Rockaway writes about 
Zwillman: 

[T]he Nazi Bund was active in Newark, 
New Jersey and its surrounding small  
towns. As a Jew, Abner “Longie” Zwillman, 
who bossed the rackets in that city,  was not 
about to allow the Nazis to operate with impu-
nity in his territory. In 1934,  he turned to Nat 
Arno, a Jewish ex-prizefighter, and asked him 
to organize an anti-Nazi group. Arno recruited 
tough Newark Jews and ex-boxers, and called  
itself the Minutemen. Some of the tactics used 
to break up these meetings included the use of 
stink bombs.

As the Nazis came running out of the as-
sembly room, the Minutemen were waiting for 
them with bats and iron bars. The local police 
were involved in informing the Minutemen of a 
Nazi meeting and would not interfere as they 
were being beaten up.

Oscar Israelowitz is the author of Welcome Back to 
Newark (2019). In honor of the 365th Anniversary of 
the arrival of the first Jews in North America in 1654, 
he will be conducting Jewish Harbor Tours on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, April 22, 24, 25, and 
on Sunday May 5. For further information, please call 
(718) 336-1690 or email oscari477@aol.com, or visit 
our brand new website at www.jewishheritagetoursny.
com or www.israelowitzpublishing.com.

Welcome Back To Jewish Newark 

By Oscar Israelowitz

The Young Israel of Newark
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